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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

The current City Council is focused far too much on scoring ideological points, on becoming the “First in 

the nation to do X, Y, and Z”, and on trying to out-do each other on the most extreme issue posturing than 

on actually accomplishing the most important functions of municipal governing. 

Municipal governments must achieve public safety, municipal courts, transportation, utilities, building & 

construction codes and compliance, and solid financial administration. On each of these most basic 

elements, the City Council is failing. To be clear, the Council is not alone in these failures, as our 

ricocheting administrations have helped create chaos. Nonetheless, the Council’s ideological swing and 

contentious interpersonal conflicts and relationships with the public they should be serving have led to 

one bad policy outcome after another. 

There have been a few bright spots, including better accessibility and a bit less discrimination for people 

with disabilities, the quick repeal of poorly thought-out head tax, scrapping the bloated plan for Seattle 

Police Department’s North Precinct, and ending Pronto bike share. What’s notable here is that each of 

these “good” moves came after initial lawsuits, referenda, and citizen outrage about plans and proposals. 

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to our 

downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a small 

number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the report? If 

elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime and address 

these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work with your 

elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

 

According to the "System Failure" report, just 100 of the most prolific repeat offenders "resulted in 

3,562 criminal cases, including theft, burglary and assault. All displayed signs of homelessness and 

substance abuse. Thirty-eight people suffered from mental-health issues." Yet our City Attorney and city 

policies have enabled this continued lawlessness. When people “get away with it”, they keep doing “it”. 

 

The law allows misdemeanors to be punished by up to 364 days in jail. While we don’t want to 

criminalize homelessness or mental illness, we need to hold people accountable for bad behavior, 

particularly when it involves assault. There is a sad fact that many of these crimes involve stealing to get 

money for drugs. That's why we have to put a far, far greater emphasis on drug treatment, instead of 



enabling addiction. Taking chronic offenders off the street and into mandatory treatment programs is 

much more effective and humane. 

 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

We must upend the way we approach homelessness. We must face the fact that half of those 
experiencing homelessness self-identify as having a disability. 66% of those have two or more 
disabilities. And 100% of the chronic homeless are disabled through addiction, mental illness or a 
physical disability. These are not just housing issues. Far too many people on our streets suffer mental 
illness, or other disabling conditions brought on by trauma. Homelessness itself is traumatic, and 
people have turned to drugs to self-medicate, and become addicted. But we are not addressing drug 
addiction except to enable it. It is an uncomfortable debate, but other cities have found ways to work 
with those who refuse treatment, and we must try those other methods. We need triage, more 
Mobile Crisis Response Services, and more supported living residences. But we cannot allow people to 
camp on our downtown streets, in neighborhood business districts, and in parks. 

The City's approach is not working for anyone. Counting public safety, emergency medical treatment, 
housing assistance, and the specifically targeted “homelessness funding”, we are already spending 
hundreds of millions each year. The City has invested hundreds of thousands of dollars in expert 
consultants, who have given us roadmaps and pointed out our missteps, our bad policies, and our 
inefficiencies, and yet we aren’t following most of the recommendations. To make matters worse, we 
cannot retain City staff leading these efforts – partly because of poor leadership by certain City 
Councilmembers. 

Unsanctioned encampments simply cannot be allowed in business districts, in parks, blocking 
sidewalks, and many other areas.  One of my earliest initiatives as a Councilmember will be 
introducing legislation establishing no-encampment/no sleeping zones between business doors and 
the sidewalk. 

I propose the City partner with key allies and develop a system of caseworkers who will work with, 
continually, the individuals experiencing homelessness, getting people treatment for disabilities and 
conditions such as mental health care, addiction treatment, and housing in a more effective and 
accountable manner.  We must build more supported living residences, 24-hour shelters for families, 
veterans, people with pets, and special needs/unique populations.  

Until we can get more shelters established, we have to face the ugly reality of unsanctioned camps 
and apply triage to them for public health & safety. We might consider temporarily allowing very 
limited camps where they keep recurring, such as under highways, but with waste receptacles, 
hand-washing units and restrooms, cleaned daily. It is far from ideal, but until we can open shelters, 
this is fast and better than what we are doing now. 

We do need more money for specific housing needs.  For that, we need more public-private 
partnerships on par with the recently announced $75 million Plymouth Housing project to build 800 
permanent, supported apartments for those experiencing chronic homelessness along with physical 
disabilities, behavioral health disorders, and other challenges., 2/3 of the funding thus far has come 
from local corporations who are willing to invest in solid projects managed by effective leaders with 
expertise. We need more of this, and less Socialist-level extortion. 



4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is an 

important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of new 

policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How might 

current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these policies? 

The City has driven up cost of building anything, while creating many disincentives for small landlords 

and homeowners to rent. If we want existing units to stay as rentals instead of short-term, 

AirBNB-types, we need to stop erecting these policy barriers. 

 

The permitting and review process, and inspection requirements, must be dramatically streamlined, 

both for the small stuff (ADUs/duplexes) and the large complexes or towers. This will lower the 

construction cost and decrease the time to completion. 

We need to identify aging multi-family buildings for City investment, and create public-private and 

non-profit partnerships that buy and operate them, to protect and upgrade but keep these affordable 

units. 

 

Likewise, we need to identify venerable buildings in historic neighborhoods and work with property 

owners and public/private and non-profit partners to provide funds that enable the conversion of old 

hotels or run-down apartments, even office buildings, into workforce and affordable housing units. 

We need to re-examine and remove some of the impediments the City Council created in the 

construction of micro-housing units (such as Apodments); none have been constructed in the past five 

years.  

 

We need to create city-led, low-rate private financing to build backyard cottages (detached accessory 

dwelling units or DADUs), as Portland has done. 

And, we must continue to be innovative. The Olympic Sculpture Park and the Washington State 

Convention Center show that lidding rail beds and highways creates acreage. We can, and should, move 

forward on projects that build workforce housing over more roadways in Seattle. 

 

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next two-to-four 

years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users? 

We must complete the Center Connector Streetcar with a dedicated lane, and put the SLU and First 

Hill/Capitol Hill streetcars in dedicated lanes. We can build 5-7 miles of streetcar lines for the cost of one 

mile of light rail, and track construction is much, much faster. Streetcars are more accessible for people 

with disabilities than either buses or getting down to the light rail platforms. It is truly a tragedy that the 

entire waterfront renovation is being done with no transit; the old waterfront streetcar was very 

effective and a new one should be constructed that would connect to the other lines.  

 



While the City’s taxpayers and car owners have been paying for more frequent bus service, Metro has 

not been able to fulfill the obligation. Some of those funds should be shifted to streetcars. 

 

In the downtown core, signal timing must be improved. And next legislative session, we must lobby 

more effectively to pass the “Don’t Block the Box” state legislation.  Until we get such legislation, we 

need more “sticks” to ticket drivers who block the box, who block curb ramps, stop for long periods in 

3-minute zones or loading zones, and more. At the same time, the City is far short of police officers for 

traffic enforcement. To fill the gap, I will look at city legislation that allows parking enforcement officers 

to issue tickets for these infractions. 

 

Addressing the 3-minute and loading zones, it has been clear for years that we need to fundamentally 

change these. First, we must make space for wheelchair accessible taxis/vehicles (WATs and WAVs) 

mid-block, with a curb-cut. Most WATs & WAVs have ramps in the rear of the vehicle; with the 

wheelchair ramp extended, at least 22 feet is required to safely load/unload the passenger. Currently, 

the WATs/WAVs park where they can, which too often is in a traffic lane, and the person using the 

wheelchair has to access the street at the end of the block and wheel up to the van. This is very unsafe. 

At the same time, we have all witnessed the explosion in Transportation Network Company vehicles. 

TNCs, such as Uber and Lyft, serviced more than 30 million trips in Seattle last year, creating congestion. 

TNC drivers are among the most prolific offenders blocking boxes and double-parking while they wait for 

or drop off passengers. More center-block curb space, which priority for WATs/WAVs, would help 

tremendously. 

 

We need to examine making more downtown streets and avenues with bus-only lanes. And we need to 

work with shippers and delivery services on mechanisms and incentives to minimize deliveries during 

peak commute hours. 

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

  

We need more of this. DSA, for decades, has done what the City of Seattle’s Parks & Recreation 
Department, Police Department, and Department of Neighborhoods has failed or been unwilling to 
do. These “activation” areas are fun, safe, and well-used. 
 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

I know the challenges of operating small businesses, and how government can help or hinder the cost 
of doing business. I started Donaldson Fitness and Physical Therapy midway through my NBA career 



(1989) and operated three clinics for 30 years. I served as Chair of the Greater Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce’s Small Business group for many years, and on the Snohomish County and Tacoma 
Chambers of Commerce. 

The City of Seattle's record with business owners and executives is not optimal. I propose that small, 
start-up businesses have tax breaks in the first few years. Every business owner deserves a more 
collaborative approach when it comes to policy making. I will work with larger businesses and 
corporations that create jobs to ensure they won't be punished for doing so, but are engaged 
effectively to invest in things that mitigate any challenges created by growth. Bottom line, I do not 
think we can have strong neighborhoods without strong local businesses, and I don’t think we can 
remain a top US city without strong corporations – what we have lacked for several years is strong 
political leadership that works in collaboration with business. 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we could 

absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 23,000 

jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. Seattle 

has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to accommodate the 

future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our city’s capacity in this 

regard? 

● Moderate-sized buildings in the non-industrial parts of Interbay 

● Accept the fact that many buildings in SODO are converting to retail, and allow some upzones 

north of the Spokane Street Viaduct 

● Upzone for higher buildings, but with greater setbacks, in SLU and Belltown 

● Allow even taller downtown-core buildings, but with greater setbacks 

● Develop the hole that’s been languishing across from City Hall 

● Replace multi-story parking garages in the DT area with more business towers 

 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

I appreciate the great work that BIAs have done and their importance to the City. I do worry that the City 
relies too heavily on the BIAs to do the job the City should do more of, but the advantage of the BIA is 
that those engaged in those organizations have much greater say and control over the projects and 
investments. As long as the BIAs are willing partners, we should do more of them. 
 

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 

balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 

district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

The City has waded more deeply into education with each new mayor, rather than work more 

aggressively with the Seattle School District. Now that we have an entire department and Education 



Director, we must ratchet up the work with the SSD to identify sites or buildings that can become 

downtown schools. We can also engage with our large corporations to provide sites and/or buildings. 

As I wrote in my response to Q-8 regarding downtown commercial development, we can require 

setbacks from the construction of taller towers, including park spaces. We can wrangle more 

aggressively for a lot of amenities, including rooftop spaces accessible by the general public and 

mandatory childcare facilities in both office and residential buildings, and more grocers and gardens. We 

must ensure that more – if not all – residential towers include affordable housing, and larger units. 

While it is now too late to do a “High Line” type park on any part of the Viaduct, we can seek out other 

opportunities. I addressed this earlier, but we can create more land by putting lids on freeways, roads 

and railroad tracks. The lids on Mercer Island and the Olympic Sculpture Park, and the then-innovative 

Freeway Park are all fine examples of the success of this investment. 

But the most important thing we can do to ensure that downtown becomes more family-friendly and a 

lovely, livable community is to stop enabling drug addiction and stop letting the tail of homelessness 

wag the dog of Seattle. I will devote my time on City Council to doing just that. 

 


