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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

The City Council showed its most effectiveness when they cancelled the head tax. The tax was going to do 

more harm then good. The Council should not punish the employers for problems the council has been 

unable to solve. The City Council has been least effective in working with its citizens. The Council has taken 

a top down & one size fits all to everything they have done. This has disenfranchised the neighborhoods 

and created anger from the very people who are needed to create real solutions. 

 

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to 

our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a 

small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the 

report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime 

and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work 

with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

 

Yes I have read the System Failure report. We need to hire more police, prosecuting attorneys, and 

guards at our jails to be able to adequately process the people committing crimes and getting them off 

the streets. This is a solution for all of Seattle. We also need Permanent Supported Housing for after 

they have served their time or they will be back out on the streets. My years of serving on the QA 

Community Council, two levy oversight committees, and 30 years running a business has given me the 

experience to work with anyone to create solutions. 

 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

The City needs to have a results based approach to our funding and more strictly follow Barbara Poppe’s 

strategies as written in her report on Seattle’s homeless dilemma. Temporary rent money to help those 

facing eviction, bail money help for those facing minor offensives with strict rules for the use, and 

Permanent Supportive Housing for those who are now homeless. It worked in Utah and it will work here. 

 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is 

an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of 

new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How 



might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these 

policies? 

MHA is a perfect example of a failure in communication with the many separate and diverse 

neighborhoods by the City. What is needed is a zoning code with neighborhood planning based on their 

needs and assets. Increased density does not mean affordability. This approach worked very well during 

the first iteration of urban villages and created buy in by the neighborhoods. There is 10% vacancy at last 

report for apartments in the greater downtown area. Low income and Permanent Supportive Housing is 

what is needed and what I will work for. 

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next two-to-four 

years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users? 

I do not support the trolley. While a fun component of our transportation system, buses have proved to 

be cheaper and more versatile. Create accountability for the creation and extensions of bike lanes. Bike 

lanes need to be held to the same measure as buses, cars, and light rail. 

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

 

The activation of Westlake and Occidental Square Parks and McGraw Square has shown great success 

using a public/private partnership. Since this is the use of public property by a private entity the 

agreement, funding, and operations should require open meetings and be subject to freedom of 

information act along with audits and a sunset feature in the agreement. Putting a lid over I-5 is a great 

idea to create open space in the downtown area but it is very expensive and financing it needs to be an 

honest and open discussion. 

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

 

I ran a successful business for 30 years and I have been self-employed most of my working life. Without 

employers we do not have employees. Rules and regulations should be openly vetted, carefully 

formulated, and then implemented with all parties being involved throughout the process. One 

important criterion in creating these rules and regulations is this: businesses have to make money or 



they won’t survive. If the risk/reward ratio becomes to narrow there will be an impetus to go where it is 

better which will kill downtown. 

 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. 

Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to 

accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our 

city’s capacity in this regard? 

We need to create satellite locations using incentive zones outside the downtown corridor and that are 

linked to light rail. The Interbay area north of W Dravus Street is a possible location and Aurora north of 

the Aurora (George Washington Memorial) Bridge is also ready for innovation. 

 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

BIA’s have been shown to be effective in creating thriving and safe neighborhood commerce centers. Since 

local property owners are taxed to provide the working capital we need to ensure affordability and buy in 

by those property owners and businesses. 

10. Downtown is the anchor of District 7--it’s the city’s job center and one of the fastest-growing 

residential neighborhoods in the region. However, downtown still lacks some of the basic assets and 

infrastructure associated with liveable communities, like family-sized housing, parks space and public 

schools. As a representative of downtown, what would you do on the council to ensure the center city is 

responsive to the growth we are seeing? 

I support the idea of combining a Parks community center with a kindergarten through 8th grade school. 

This will help provide funding from two different sources. The Seattle Center site of the Memorial Stadium 

has been on the radar of the community for quite some time now. My understanding is the KCTS lease is 

coming up so incorporating that into the redevelopment of the stadium is a real possibility. 

 


