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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly 

effective and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

  

I believe repealing the head tax was a smart move and passing the MHA, while not perfect, is a great 

step in the right direction. The MHA allows for more housing to be built in Seattle. It created upzoning in 

new areas of the Seattle neighborhoods and will allow for growth. I would have liked the MHA to have 

not passed the in lieu of clause that allows developers to pay a small fee in order to not provide low 

income housing in new developments. I believe in mixed income housing as it helps prevent pockets of 

income segregation in neighborhoods. We do need to do a more with regards to the homeless, those 

addicted to opioids and those with a mental health illness. This mean being transparent within the city 

government, not making decisions behind closed doors and ensuring that the City Council listens to its 

constituents. 

  

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third 

Avenue daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a 

front door to our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A 

recent report commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount 

of criminal activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being 

perpetrated by a small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. 

Have you read the report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to 

curb property crime and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? 

How might you work with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

  

Yes I have read the report of the top prolific offenders. It is important that everyone living in Seattle 

feels safe, as they deserve to be safe.  In order to curb property crime we need to start by supporting 

our police. If police officers continue to arrest the same individuals whom are continuously re-released 

back into society, it becomes harder to re arrest the same individuals. Our city attorney needs to 

prosecute the offenders and we need to have services in place that will monitor the offenders and get 

them the treatment they need. That means having mental health and addiction treatment centers with 

available space. I stand by if someone is not competent to stand trial they are not competent to live out 

on the streets by themselves. We need to ensure that the prolific offenders have access to behavioral 

treatment and case workers to support them in their treatment. Case workers need to build a trust with 

a patient and thus we should ensure that when someone is incarcerated they have a caseworker that 

will follow them throughout their release and through treatment. 

  

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 



  

We need to look at homelessness with a multi-prong approach. The City needs to help out with the crisis 

by providing adequate shelters, substance abuse programs and job training. My family is a supporter of 

FareStart and I believe more programs like it should be started. Not everyone would like a job in the 

food industry, so let’s create a nonprofit that teaches woodworking and construction. We need to help 

those who are unable to find jobs learn the resources and means to provide for themselves. In addition, 

we need to ensure we have enough social workers to help the homeless. Someone who is going to go in 

to treatment for opioids needs to be able to rely on a support system. We can help create that support 

system with more social workers. 

   

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is 

an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of 

new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How 

might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these 

policies? 

  

While I believe the MHA is a step in the right direction, I do not support the in lieu of fee. I don’t believe 

that developers should be able to pay a fee to not provide low income housing in new developments. I 

see that as further segregating our neighborhoods. Mixed income housing is a great idea that I fully 

support. I believe in upzoning high transit areas making it easier for individuals to take the bus to and 

from work and not be reliant on a car. 

  

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have 

seen a major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of 

people driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and 

economic hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next 

two-to-four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all 

users? 

  

We need to ensure that downtown is accessible to both cars and buses. As a mother of four young boys, 

I know how essential driving throughout downtown Seattle is in a car. If we want to continue to 

decrease the amount of individuals that drive into and through downtown we need to add more bus 

routes throughout the city. Downtown needs to be a high transit epicenter with the increase in buses 

interconnecting our neighborhoods. 

 

 6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an 

agreement with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and 

security into these parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw 

Square with some of the same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private 

partnership as the City contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and 

above Interstate-5? 

  



I enjoy the idea of having activities and games available throughout the city and that the city is able to 

engage in this type of partnership. We should continue to work with groups to expand the activities 

throughout D7. 

 

 7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses 

employing more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and 

employees are continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being 

imposed at the city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and 

consideration for employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in 

downtown? 

  

We need to ensure that we speak with our constituents at every level and not make any back handed 

deals. I believe in 100% accountability and transparency within the city government. Increasing the B&O 

hurts small businesses who are not able to pass on that increase to their customers. For example, the 

local independent architect who charges a fixed % on the entire project. Increases in the B&O tax 

decreases his profit. 

  

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. 

Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to 

accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our 

city’s capacity in this regard? 

  

It is important for us as a large city to be prepared. We need to start broad studies on the best places to 

build, how we can better manage the cities properties to help with housing and schools and look at 

partnerships with local cities to the north and south of Seattle. 

  

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

  

BIAs are another way to integrate the community. They create a positive impact on the local 

neighborhoods by allowing businesses, local communities and neighborhoods to work together and 

decide what services are needed in the area. 

  

10. Downtown is the anchor of District 7--it’s the city’s job center and one of the fastest-growing 

residential neighborhoods in the region. However, downtown still lacks some of the basic assets and 

infrastructure associated with liveable communities, like family-sized housing, parks space and public 

schools. As a representative of downtown, what would you do on the council to ensure the center city 

is responsive to the growth we are seeing? 

  



I would ensure that downtown has the budget to address local issues such as the additional of a public 
schools, . I don't believe family sized housing is likely to happen in an epicenter. We need to ensure we 
work with the parks department to ensure adequate park space (the new waterfront will be a great 
location for a park and even a splash park for local families) and allow for schools to be integrated within 
the community of Downtown Seattle. D7 is a rapid growing and vibrant community with many 
opportunities for dynamic and welcomed change. All of us in Seattle should endeavor for a more livable, 
vibrant and full of life community for everyone from a single mother, new partners and retirees. As a 
representative I will listen to my constituents and seek to better understand their needs in housing and 
what livability means to them.  
 


