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1.  Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

  

The city is making progress on reducing our emissions to zero by 2050 and has made major 

improvements to pedestrian transportation infrastructure. The city is falling down on developing 

and implementing effective strategies to deal with public safety, homelessness and affordability for 

families and small businesses. The City Council continues to support policies that tackle the 

symptoms of our biggest problems while failing to do the hard work of addressing the underlying 

causes. 

 

2.  More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third 

Avenue daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a 

front door to our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A 

recent report commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large 

amount of criminal activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is 

being perpetrated by a small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice 

system. Have you read the report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you 

pursue to curb property crime and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets 

safer for all? How might you work with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

  

“The criteria Lindsay used for his list are similar to those used in King County’s Familiar Faces initiative, 

which, in 2014, identified 1,252 people with four or more annual bookings (94 percent of them with a 

substance use disorder or behavioral health issue, or both), except that Lindsay chose to zero in 

specifically on frequent offenders who are homeless, which Familiar Faces does not. Just 58 percent of 

the people on the 2013 Familiar Faces list had indicators that they were homeless. By hand-picking a 

list of offenders who are homeless (and by choosing to highlight the stories of mostly people who 

moved to Seattle from elsewhere), Lindsay’s report feeds into the common, but unsupported, belief 

that most people who commit property crimes are homeless and that homeless people from across 

the country come to Seattle to mooch off the city’s generosity.” Erica C. Barnett 

 

3.  Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress 

toward housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing 

this crisis? Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest 

impact? 

 

The first thing that we need to do is increase funding to upstream diversion programs. We are rehousing 

people, but more people continue to become displaced due to many factors including the rising cost of 



rents in the city. We must also build more low-income and middle income housing and low-income 

housing with wrap around services for people who have severe and chronic mental illness and/or severe 

and chronic addiction problems. 

 

 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees 

is an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds 

of new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? 

How might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact 

these policies? 

  

I would work to fulfilling the promise of the HALA and ensure the passage of the current ADU/DADU 

proposals to bring an immediate supply of low-income housing to the market. I also support expanding 

the urban villages to increase density around transit hubs and finally use public lands to develop public 

housing. 

 

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen 

a major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and 

economic hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next 

two-to- four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all 

users? 

 

We must use the streets to ensure that we have a connected bike network, to prioritize bike and 

pedestrian safety and to increase dedicated bus lanes to move more people in the most efficient and 

climate friendly way. 

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an 

agreement with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security 

into these parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with 

some of the same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as 

the City contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above 

Interstate-5? 

  

I love this type of public/private partnerships. As a small business leader working in the travel and 

tourism industry I’ve seen firsthand the positive impacts of these public space activations for visitors 

and locals alike. 

 

7.  Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses 

employing more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 



 

As a small business leader and responsible citizen I have seen regulations come out of the city that I 

agree with and some that I don’t agree with. For example, I was a supporter of a $15 minimum wage 

and Sick and Safe Time. However, I did not support the Head Tax because it is a literal tax on jobs and it 

would have impacted some of Seattle’s most iconic locally owned businesses many of which produce 

high revenue and low margins. One of the most important areas for innovation from the city is 

providing more user centric resources to help business understand and ensure compliance with the 

changing regulatory landscape. 

 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than 

anticipated. Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place 

to accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand 

our city’s capacity in this regard? 

  

Urban villages should be a mix or low-income, middle-income and commercial spaces for retail, 

restaurants and offices putting jobs in the communities where people live. 

  

9.  As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

  

BIAs are grassroots way for communities of small and big businesses to come together in support of the 

issues that are important to them. These groups should have a seat at the table when it comes to 

planning in the neighborhoods that they represent. 

 

10.   Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhoods in the region, but 

also the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go 

about balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing 

your district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

  

While the majority of the council is elected in district elections we create policy and legislate for the 

city at large. The issues of homelessness, affordability, transportation and public safety that impact 

my district are not dissimilar to the issues that impact downtown. Where we should focus on 

geographical distinction is in the types of solutions that may be required based on the specific needs 

of a neighborhood. 


