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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly 

effective and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

  

I came to work at the City Council just as Mayor Durkan was taking office. What I immediately 

recognized was the leadership Council provided during the transition between four mayors in quick 

succession. As almost all departments are executive departments there was a power vacuum created for 

many city employees. Council was successful at filling much of this vacuum and keeping projects and 

initiatives on track, and the city moving forward. Council stepping up and filling the office of the Mayor 

during this transition was successful. 

  

There is room for improvement in the urgency to address the homelessness, housing, and public health 

crisis. We have studied this crisis and we have the roadmap to bringing people inside and off the streets 

so that we can appropriately address the symptoms of this crisis; property crime, physical security, and 

how we experience our civic spaces. 

  

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third 

Avenue daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a 

front door to our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A 

recent report commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large 

amount of criminal activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is 

being perpetrated by a small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice 

system. Have you read the report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you 

pursue to curb property crime and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets 

safer for all? How might you work with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

  

Working with DSA on the activation of 3rd Avenue I know the successes and challenges in front of us. 

Bringing Piroshky Piroshky’s take-away window to 3rd Avenue demonstrates the ability for business to be 

successful when their front door faces onto 3rd Avenue instead of an adjacent street. Many businesses 

have historically chosen to place their front door on an adjacent street because of the state of 3rd 

Avenue. 

  

We have seen Belltown change from being an open-air drug market to a much more welcoming 

neighborhood as well. We need to continue to work with property owners to provide them support and 

make sure they know they have options other than to lease with businesses that contribute to the 

problems we see on 3rd Avenue. Many independent building owners do not always know their options. 

  

Regarding the prolific offenders’ report, we know that putting a person in a jail cell without 

rehabilitative services will exacerbate the issues they are experiencing once they are released. I will fight 



for additional mental health resources, bed spaces in King County, and the expansion of diversion 

programs such as the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program. Of the hundreds of 

individuals in the LEAD program, less than 10 were identified in the prolific offenders’ report. This 

demonstrates the effectiveness of LEAD and other diversion programs. 

  

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress 

toward housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing 

this crisis? Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest 

impact? 

  

We have done the studies and have the roadmap to address the homelessness, housing, and public 

health crisis. I will not fund additional studies to tell us what we already know, and I will fight to fund 

implementation tied to outcome-based measurement with regular public reporting. 

  

The Council’s role is to work with the Executive in her implementation of the solutions and to partner 

with King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties to address this crisis on a regional level. We can’t wait any 

longer and need to lead our regional partners today. 

  

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees 

is an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what 

kinds of new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in 

Seattle? How might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to 

enact these policies? 

  

We need to incentivize the building of and expand the amount of verified-income housing that we have 

in our city to ensure people can afford to live in our city, with the income they earn. With Mandatory 

Housing Affordability, we need to ensure that when in-lieu fees are generated that they build housing in 

the zip codes that they were generated from. 

  

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have 

seen a major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of 

people driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation 

and economic hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over 

the next two-to-four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work 

well for all users? 

  

For my parent’s generation the car and ability to drive was a signal of freedom and for my generation - 

not relying on driving a car is our signal of freedom. We need to look to international cities for models 

on how we streamline downtown streets so that cars, trucks, and people can keep moving. When we 

have gridlock, everyone gets stuck. 

  



This means enforcing blocking the box violations, providing safe places for people to bicycle and scoot, 

ensuring transit doesn’t get stuck in traffic, and keeping traffic moving for people who have no choice 

but to drive. 

  

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an 

agreement with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and 

security into these parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw 

Square with some of the same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private 

partnership as the City contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront 

and above Interstate-5? 

  

We need to create contracts that incentive and promote public/private partnerships activating our civic 

spaces. Our Department of Parks and Recreation and the Seattle Parks Foundation do amazing work and 

there are so many other people and organizations throughout the city who want to contribute. We 

should encourage local engagement of public spaces; having a clear and consistent process to do so is 

crucial to it’s success. 

  

In my work at the City Council I am currently working on the improvement of City Hall Park, Prefontaine 

Place, and Fortson Square. We know the level of success these civic spaces will achieve is related to the 

amount of activation they receive. The work DSA and other private/public partnerships create is how we 

can be sure these spaces reach their full potential. This starts with an easy and straightforward process 

of partnership. 

  

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses 

employing more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and 

employees are continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes 

being imposed at the city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and 

consideration for employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in 

downtown? 

  

I will always pick up the phone whether we agree or disagree, and whether I have good news or bad 

news to share. We need to ensure our small businesses are set up for success and our large businesses 

want to retain the corporate responsibility that Seattle is known for. Seattle companies are known for 

Nordstrom’s quality of service, Dick’s drive-in assisting with tuition and childcare, Starbucks providing 

health insurance, and REI investing in land. We need to support businesses being national leaders in 

taking care of their employees and customers.  

  

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. 

Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to 

accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our 

city’s capacity in this regard? 



  

Washington, D.C. just completed a new commercial space located above Interstate-395 known as 

Capitol Crossings. Not only does this reconnect the city, it also creates additional development capacity. 

Here in Seattle we are exploring the ability to build a lid on Interstate-5. We should encourage 

public/private partnerships such as Capitol Crossing here in Seattle to reconnect neighborhoods and 

capture growth potential. 

  

I will also work with communities to understand where we can build taller and more dense buildings 

while maintaining light and airflow for everyone to enjoy. We need to preserve our communities and 

promote our economy. 

  

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These 

BIAs build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their 

own priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

  

I am a firm believer in local advocacy which is why I support the district representation and I am running 

to represent District 6. I have had positive experiences with the BIA in my district. 

  

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go 

about balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues 

facing your district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

  

How we manage and direct our work downtown sets the stage for how our urban centers can be 

managed if enough growth occurs. We need to be forward thinking about how we grow and manage 

downtown so that it is reflective of Seattle values and uses best practices of city management. 

  

Ballard and many parts of District 6 can benefit from public/private partnerships activating civic spaces, 

creating efficient and effective freight delivery for the goods we use, and can build the transportation 

systems we need to keep up with the density being built outside of downtown. Before Ballard was 

annexed by Seattle, we were the second largest city in King County. This is why our downtown grid is 

walkable and I can easily find fourth generation Ballardites. 

  

Today, we are experiencing the same issues as the rest of the city, and we have a unique opportunity to 

lead how growth is focused and managed. By the end of my term, Downtown Seattle will once again 

look to Ballard for best practices on managing it’s downtown core.  

 


