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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 
and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

The current City Council has been successful in raising taxes, but hasn’t developed a coherent 

strategy for dealing with the issues surrounding growth, affordable housing, and involving the 

community at large in developing policies. 

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 
daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to our 
downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 
commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 
activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a small 
number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the report? If 
elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime and address 
these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work with your 
elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

Yes. I will take steps to develop a coherent set of policies regarding homelessness, drug addiction, and 
people with mental health issues. My strategy would be to consult with those adversely impacted by 
prolific offenders, search for and identify effective programs in other cities, and build a consensus on how 
to deal with the problem. 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 
housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 
Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

Homelessness and housing affordability are very closely linked. Affordable housing stabilizes 

families for future economic development and continuity, to grow in the community. It is 

important to help to finance units available for people experiencing homelessness and to 

transition into permanent housing. We should provide more rental support and provide 

counseling and direction to access housing. We should provide more tiny homes, rezoning to 

allow more access to independent living, including mother-in-law units and temporary living on 

individual lots owned within the City by residents willing to allow temporary space. 

We should continue support of voter approved bonding initiatives and City of Seattle support of 

tax credit investments both private and public with other Public Lender's such as the Housing 



Trust Fund and the Washington Housing Finance Commission. 

In order to produce more affordable housing, market rate developers need to work closer with 

the nonprofit affordable housing developers, in joint ventures to increase affordable housing 

units. Increased funding with state and federal resources is needed and thus the City needs to 

work to advocate for more funding to be able to increase the availability of funding for new and 

redeveloped properties to secure, safe and increased unit availability. 

Access to services and information for availability of affordable housing within the community is 

essential. If more project managers and onsite managers had adequate information for direction 

for people with needs they would have better access to more from homelessness to stable 

housing. Special attention should be on areas of high numbers of homelessness and people of 

color, providing further support for housing. We need more multi-use properties that provide 

affordable housing units, retail, and community continuity. We should support nonprofits to 

purchase and transition older existing housing stock in order to maintain neighborhood 

continuity and cohesion with City funding in order to keep tenants in the units and allow 

nonprofit property owners to maintain current rents. 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is an 
important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of new 
policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How might 
current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these policies? 

Homelessness and housing affordability are very closely linked. Affordable housing stabilizes 

families for future economic development and continuity, to grow in the community. It is 

important to help to finance units available for people experiencing homelessness and to 

transition into permanent housing. We should provide more rental support and provide 

counseling and direction to access housing. We should provide more tiny homes, rezoning to 

allow more access to independent living, including mother-in-law units and temporary living on 

individual lots owned within the City by residents willing to allow temporary space. 

We should continue support of voter approved bonding initiatives and City of Seattle support of 

tax credit investments both private and public with other Public Lender's such as the Housing 

Trust Fund and the Washington Housing Finance Commission. 

In order to produce more affordable housing, market rate developers need to work closer with 

the nonprofit affordable housing developers, in joint ventures to increase affordable housing 



units. Increased funding with state and federal resources is needed and thus the City needs to 

work to advocate for more funding to be able to increase the availability of funding for new and 

redeveloped properties to secure, safe and increased unit availability. 

Access to services and information for availability of affordable housing within the community is 

essential. If more project managers and onsite managers had adequate information for direction 

for people with needs they would have better access to more from homelessness to stable 

housing. Special attention should be on areas of high numbers of homelessness and people of 

color, providing further support for housing. We need more multi-use properties that provide 

affordable housing units, retail, and community continuity. We should support nonprofits to 

purchase and transition older existing housing stock in order to maintain neighborhood 

continuity and cohesion with City funding in order to keep tenants in the units and allow 

nonprofit property owners to maintain current rents. 

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 
major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 
driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 
hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next two-to-four 
years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users? 

I support continued expansion of light rail through-out our region and expanding access to safe 

and reliable transportation. Many of our buses are already full which forces people to wait for 

the next bus, we need to increase reliability. District 5 community groups like, the Pinehurst 

Community Council, http://www.pinehurstseattle.org/pinehurst-community-council/ have been 

leading the way by successfully advocating for the 130th and I-5 light rail station. However, in 

order for people to reach the new light rail stations in our district and others in the City, we need 

to improve the east-west bus connections to connect people to the light rail stations. East-West 

bus connections have been inadequate in our district and other parts of the City for a long time. 

District 5 will have three new light rail stations in the next 10 years. Without the hard work and 

hundreds of hours of volunteer work by the Pinehurst Community Council and other community 

groups, we would not have this important light rail stop to serve our District 5 communities. I 

support community led solutions to our transit challenges. I was on the board of Lake City 

Neighborhood Alliance and Co-Chair of North District Council who supported Pinehurst 

Community Council’s efforts to secure a light rail station at 130th. Residents of District 5 and 



other parts of the City have been pleading for safety improvements for decades while our most 

vulnerable residents risk getting hit by cars everyday. I will focus on building safe routes to 

schools and more sidewalks on our most used arterial streets and highways . 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 
with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 
parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 
same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 
contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

This type of public/private partnership in our existing and new public space opportunities across 

the City is invaluable! I have seen the value and have had the opportunity to work with 

nonprofits, businesses, and community groups to bring many fun community events activating 

our most underutilized and ignored parks in District 5, especially in the Lake City neighborhood. 

I have seen the power these events have to bring the community together and positively 

activate our parks. I have helped bring together hundreds of people from many different 

backgrounds with our free neighborhood community events. 

For example, I have worked with community groups to bring diverse community events that 

represent the diversity of our neighborhood and the City like Lucha Libre, World Dance Parties 

and Potlucks, Music in the Park, Shakespeare in the Park, Salsa Night in the Park, free dance 

lessons, African Dance, public art, and many more. I also worked with community partners, 

businesses, and nonprofits to create the Lake City Mural project to transform the neighborhood 

with public art, empower youth, support local business, improve public safety, and build 

community. I would work for and support more of these types of public-private partnerships and 

I have the experience to help make it happen. Fun build community! 

Lake City Mural Project 

Music in the Park 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 
more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 
continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 
city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 
employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

 

Rather than taking a “top down” approach to taxes and regulations, work with business, labor, 

https://kuow.org/stories/how-an-invisible-seattle-suburb-is-making-itself-known-one-mural-at-a-ti
https://enjoylakecity.org/event/music-in-lake-city-mini-park-summer-program/?instance_id=1387


and other taxpayers to develop strategies which work for everyone. I will seek out individuals 

and groups to develop solutions in an effort to effect positive change. I will develop a process to 

ensure the most underserved voices are brought to the table. I have a record of ‘getting things 

done’ by bringing together and partnering with a diverse group of people and organizations to 

address the biggest challenges in Seattle and District 5. I have worked for several nonprofit, 

education, and public organizations; I was Co-Chair of the North District Council, on the board 

of Lake City Neighborhood Alliance, and on the board of Meadowbrook Community Care. I want 

to bring the same model of success I have had working together with community groups and 

organizations and apply that model to the City and District 5 to ensure more predictability and 

consideration for employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants, and investment in 

downtown and across the City. 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we could 
absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 23,000 
jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. Seattle 
has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to accommodate the 
future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our city’s capacity in this 
regard? 

My approach is grassroots and collaborative; I would bring together a diverse team of stakeholders in the 
City and across district 5 to develop a comprehensive growth plan based on neighborhood feedback and 
participation. I would develop a process to ensure the most underserved voices are brought to the table. 
For example, District 5 has enormous potential for sustainable and diverse growth. District 5 will have 
three new light rail stations in the next 10 years. Neighborhoods like Lake City, Bitter Lake, and Aurora-
Licton are a ‘blank canvas’, we have an opportunity to create a ‘new vision’ and new opportunities and 
places for people to live, work, learn, and play. District 5 has a lot of potential for growth because many of 
the business, like the auto dealerships on along Aurora and Lake City Way, do not have any buildings on 
them. Neighborhoods like Lake City, Bitter Lake, and Aurora-Licton have the potential to double their 
populations which will expand our city’s capacity. 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 
environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 
build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 
priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

I support BIAs. BIAs that follow best practices and benchmarks to hit like marketing, business 

development, capital improvements, community service, and parks and public services help 

make our communities a better place to live, work, learn, and play. 



10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 
the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 
balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 
district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

The top issues facing District 5 are housing affordability and people experiencing 

homelessness; risk of displacement, unsafe streets and sidewalks, transportation, climate 

change, and equity. Most of the top issues facing District 5 are the same issues that all of the 

City is facing. There are many ways we can collaborate and work together to solve our top 

issues across the City. What is unique about District 5 is our lack of safe streets and sidewalks. 

District 5 was annexed in 1954, which has contributed to our lack of sidewalk infrastructure and 

makes pedestrian safety a major priority in District 5. We can only solve our biggest challenges 

by working together and bringing many diverse voices to the table. Together we can make 

Seattle the best city the best place to live, work, learn, and play. 

 

 


