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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

While in many areas I believe the Council has performed acceptably, I don’t believe there is any major area 

where I would describe it as “particularly effective.” The Mandatory Housing Affordability legislation was 

obviously a major accomplishment, but I have serious concerns about its effect on existing affordable 

housing, and I also don’t think that the zoning changes it included were well-communicated to many of 

the urban villages in District 5 that were affected. I’ve appreciated the Council’s support for three specific 

issues that I have advocated: increasing funding for the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) 

program beyond that proposed by the Mayor; committing to fully fund a replacement for the Lake City 

Community Center, which is an important priority in District 5; and placing a moratorium on 

redevelopment of the Halcyon Mobile Home Park while the City and residents there determine a 

long-term strategy to preserve affordable housing there. 

The most important issue that I think the Council has not effectively addressed is homelessness—which is 

really a complex set of issues. The Council has not recognized and seriously attempted to address the drug 

crisis that is enmeshed with so many aspects of homelessness. The Council also has not given adequate 

weight to the impacts homelessness is having on neighborhoods and businesses. The City needs to 

communicate and enforce clear rules about where encampments are allowed and where they are not. It 

needs to increase capacity for authorized encampments, so that basic services (sanitation, hygiene, case 

management) can be provided, while reducing the scale of unauthorized encampments. It needs to 

increase treatment and case management services more generally, while applying the criminal justice 

system appropriately, especially for repeat offenders. 

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to our 

downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a small 

number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the report? If 

elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime and address 

these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work with your 

elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

 

Yes, I have read the report, “System Failure,” and was shocked by it. The Council can support increases 

in the police force and can clearly articulate expectations about arrest policies. However, the courts, 

prosecutors, and corrections system are independent from the Council’s authority. As “System Failure” 

makes clear, the parties that make up the criminal justice system need to work together to make the 

many different reforms necessary to deal effectively with the disproportionate harm being done to 



society by prolific offenders. The Council needs to listen closely to what their constituents want from 

this process, participate actively in discussions with the other parties in the criminal justice system, 

ensure that the interests of their constituents are reflected there, and be prepared to fund the City’s 

share of recommendations that come out of the process. 

 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

I believe Seattle is experiencing both a drug crisis and a housing crisis, which get conflated in our 

discussions of “homelessness.” The City has key roles in addressing both the drug crisis and the housing 

crisis, although the County and the State have the lead in service delivery for treating substance abuse and 

mental health. We need to continue to move towards a better coordinated regional response. 

I would focus my energy, leadership, and resources on the issues identified in my response to the first two 

questions above: communicating and enforcing clear rules about where camping is allowed; expanding 

authorized encampments and reducing unauthorized ones; expanding treatment and case management 

services; and assisting changes in the criminal justice system so that it deals more effectively with prolific 

offenders. 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is an 

important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of new 

policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How might 

current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these policies? 

I am concerned that existing affordable housing is being lost to redevelopment, even when that 

redevelopment includes a share of new affordable units. The net effect may still be negative, or nearly 

so. For that reason, I have supported Councilmember Herbold’s legislation to require replacement of 

lost affordable units. I believe her legislation should be expanded beyond the five urban villages where it 

is currently proposed. 

 

I generally support the proposed legislation for Accessory Dwelling Units in the City. I believe we need to 

make ADUs easier to permit and build. They provide a more affordable form of housing in single-family 

neighborhoods, while providing an extra stream of income to help elderly and low-income homeowners 

to remain in their homes. 

 

I support many of the ideas in the Seattle Planning Commission’s “Neighborhoods for All” report, 

including: allowing duplexes, triplexes, and cottage housing in many parts of single family 

neighborhoods (provided those neighborhoods are part of the discussion to determine these locations); 

reducing the minimum sized lot in many parts of Seattle (District 5, where I am running, has a 

disproportionate share of large lots in the City); and creating “urban hamlets”—smaller scale, less dense 

versions of urban villages, in areas near transit or neighborhood commercial districts. 

 



5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next two-to-four 

years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users? 

I would be interested to hear DSA’s recommendations. I suspect that DSA may oppose a congestion fee, 

while I lean towards one, if mechanisms can be included to mitigate regressive impacts. A congestion fee 

would likely discourage some people from traveling downtown, which I know would especially be a 

concern for retailers. Nevertheless, a congestion fee should in fact substantially reduce congestion, 

making it easier for everyone else to get around. One reason I lean towards supporting it is that, as I 

understand it, where the fee has been applied in New York, the business community has overall been 

pleased by this reduced congestion. It seems to me that the business community in Seattle might 

ultimately do the same. 

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

 

I am strongly in favor of these types of partnerships. Any public/private partnership that expands access 

or improves the experience of a public space for all members of the public who wish to use it enhances a 

public service. Public/private partnerships can raise concerns if they limit access or if they use a public 

asset in a way that provides a disproportionate benefit to a private party at the expense of other parties. 

But where those concerns do not apply, such partnerships can provide substantial public benefits at 

little to no public cost. The private parties who make those partnerships possible deserve recognition 

and support. 

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

Businesses deserve to be consulted early in any consideration of new regulations or taxes that would 

affect them. The city always needs to try to consider the unintended consequences of proposed actions, 

and to modify proposals as much as possible to address them. The Council should consult the Downtown 

Seattle Association, the Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce, the Mayor’s Small Business Advisory 

Council, the Manufacturing Industrial Council of Seattle, and other parties, including individual businesses 

that might be disproportionately affected by a proposed action, before seriously considering any new 

regulations, taxes, fees or other actions that would affect business. 



8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we could 

absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 23,000 

jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. Seattle 

has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to accommodate the 

future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our city’s capacity in this 

regard? 

I would be interested to consult all the groups identified in my answer to #7 above for recommendations. 

Appropriate actions would depend in part on what types of jobs are expected, where they might most 

naturally be located, what types of zoning could accommodate them, and the ways in which the current 

permitting system is inadequate. I would be happy to consider expanding capacity for jobs in District 5. 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

I support BIAs as a way for businesses to share resources to address shared concerns with some direct 

control over how their funds are spent. While BIAs require some oversight to ensure they complement 

and do not conflict with other City services, and also to ensure they are accountable to all of the 

businesses paying into them, I think they should have maximum flexibility to do the work their ratepayers 

want to see done, within those constraints. 

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 

balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 

district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

The biggest issues In District 5 are homelessness, public safety (especially property crime), affordable 

housing, and transportation. These are also the biggest issues citywide. They all should be approached 

with the needs of the whole city in mind. 

District 5 Councilmember Juarez sometimes takes too narrow a view of the interests she is supposed to 

represent. When the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program came to her last fall seeking 

support for funding to expand their services, Councilmember Juarez would not provide that support 

without a guarantee of expansion in District 5. LEAD had already begun serving the Aurora Corridor in 

District 5 and even was proposing to put its North Seattle office in District 5. But LEAD staff could not 

guarantee an increase in clients from District 5, since most of their workload is determined by referrals 

from police officers. In contrast to Councilmember Juarez, I would have been prepared to pledge my 

support for the LEAD budget request, both for the good of the city and because I would have been 

confident that District 5 would receive expanded service over time, as LEAD ramps up to full capacity 

across the City. 

 

 


