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1.  Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

  

I think one issue where the council has been particularly effective is in getting the MHA legislation 

passed. Although it only spans a very small portion of the city, I think it was a much needed step and will 

hopefully open the doors to more residential zoning as opposed to primarily single family zoning. The 

reason I believe the council has been effective in this area is because they faced a large amount of 

hesitation and backlash regarding any zoning changes, and were still able to get the ball rolling on critical 

legislation. 

 

An area where council has been less effective is in communicating what they are working on to 

constituents and having a strategic plan outlined for their work. We are seeing a large amount of 

constituents who feel they are out of the loop and do not know what the council is focused on, and also 

feel they are not being heard by their representatives. Although I can only begin to understand how 

difficult it is for council members to engage with their constituents consistently with their workload, I 

think the council can, and needs, to do a better job of keeping their constituents informed and 

responding to constituent concerns. 

  

2.  More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to 

our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a 

small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the 

report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime 

and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work 

with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

  

I have yet to read the report, however it is in my top 10 on my to-do list. In the meantime, have been 

working hard to meet with first responders and have also met with one business owner on third avenue 

so that I can become better informed on this issue. 

 

Thus far I have met with the Seattle Firefighters Union and am currently in the process of setting up a 

meeting with the police department. Something that has stood out to me from the meetings I have had 



thus far is the importance of LEAD (Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion). Both firefighters, police 

officers, constituents and business owners have shared that because the program has been shown to 

work, they would like to see it expanded and have LEAD officers working more downtown (up until now 

they have been primarily focused in Ballard). Increasing the amount of LEAD officers is one way that I 

would address this issue if elected to the city council, as it has been proven to be effective and is making 

our streets safer. Based on the success of the program thus far, I do not believe it would be difficult to 

work with colleagues to get policies further expanding LEAD enacted so that our streets could be safer. 

  

3.  Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

I think an important point to note here is that in 2018 approximately 5,800 homeless people were 

moved into housing in the greater Seattle area, which is a 30% increase from 2017. The reason I bring 

this up is to underscore that the city is working on the issue, and is making progress, however it is not 

being scaled as much as it can be due to lack of resources. 

 

I strongly believe the city should continue to take a leadership regarding the homelessness crisis, and as 

a city council member, I would work hard with the city government to: 

● Make property affordable for nonprofit housing developers so they can provide low cost 

housing to those in need. 

● Continue the work that is being done to extend shelter hours to be 24/7 and include case 

management and social service providers. We know that the housing first model works, and we 

need to work as hard as we can to scale this model. 

 

Another critical aspect to this crisis is the amount of people who are on the brink of losing their home or                     

being evicted due to being cost burdened. I think it is critical to work to keep people in their homes, and                     

I would do this by: 

● Working to raise the ceiling for senior income from $30,000 to at lease $50,000 annually. Right 

now seniors have to prove they have an annual income below $30,000 in order to receive a 

break on their property taxes and utilities. The seniors who I have talked to who are doing this 

are barely making it by, do not repair any outstanding issues on their homes, and oftentimes 

only heat one room so as to keep their utilities low. We all know that it is practically impossible 

to live on $30,000 a year in Seattle, yet the current legislation makes it impossible for seniors to 

live well and still get a much needed reprieve on their taxes and utilities. This needs to change if 

we want to keep them in their homes. 

  

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is 

an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of 

new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How 



might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these 

policies? 

  

Zoning is the most crucial component of expanding the availability of affordable housing in Seattle. As a 

renter who hopes to one day be able to buy a home in our city, I would work hard to expand the single 

family zoning that currently makes up 75% of our land that can be built on in Seattle to include more 

residential zoning. The Neighborhoods For All report that was released by the Seattle Planning 

Commission outlines multiple ways that our land can be rezoned to be more affordable and inclusive, 

and would include a mix of zones from RSL, LR1 - 3, townhouses, condos, and rowhouses. The council 

has shown that it is dedicated to expanding our options by approving MHA, and from my talks with two 

current council members, they would like to see it expanded further. Because of this, I imagine working 

with the council to enact expansion of MHA would be a first step. Additionally, I believe including 

stakeholders in the community who are experienced in land use and zoning, such as affordable housing 

nonprofits, developers, and neighborhood councils, would enable wider support and buy in, and be an 

important way I would work to enact the expansion of MHA. 

  

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next 

two-to-four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all 

users? 

  

I have been working to meet with transit leaders so that I can become better informed on this topic, 

however one of the initial steps I believe we can take to make sure our streets work well for all users is 

to focus on first and last mile solutions. In District 4 alone, we will have two new light rail stations 

opening up in 2021. Making it easier for transit riders to get to the station will ensure more folks will 

take advantage of rapid transit, which will lead to less cars downtown. I am also doing research on 

congestion taxes so that I can better understand if this would be an equitable way for there to be less 

congestion downtown, or if there are other ways that can focus more on incentives for taking transit 

rather than penalties for operating vehicles. 

  

6.  DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

  



I am 100% for public/private partnerships, and believe it is important to foster and expand them in order 

to have a city that works for everyone. This is especially the case when those partnerships have been 

shown to be extremely beneficial, welcoming, and are working. 

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

  

In order to do this I think the first step is for me to have a clear understanding of our city’s budget. By 

having a very clear picture of where our resources are going and making sure the money is being spent 

wisely, we can ensure more predictability and economic success for employers and employees alike. 

Because of this, my team is currently in the process of mapping out the city budget so that I can become 

better informed of where and how we are currently allocating our funds and how to make future 

decisions that will not impose negative regulations and taxes on already overburdened businesses. 

 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. 

Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to 

accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our 

city’s capacity in this regard? 

  

Overall, I think a key component of this issue is to expand our current zoning to make space for a need 

that we know is critical to Seattle’s prosperity. 

While expanded zoning is being worked on, one way we could start to look for where we can 

accommodate this demand would be in the forthcoming affordable housing apartments where 

commercial space is for sale or lease, or that is currently available. For instance, there is commercial 

space that has been up for sale or lease in a new apartment building in the U District, however it has sat 

unoccupied for over two years because local businesses and nonprofits cannot afford it. Having this 

occupied would be beneficial not only for the organization or business operating in the space, but would 

also be good for the community. Additionally, as demand grows, the city can look to zoning that is 

marked both residential and commercial as a way to accommodate more commercial development. 

  

 9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

  



As mentioned above, I think public and private partnerships are not only extremely valuable, but also 

crucial to a city that is working for everyone. Although at this time I have not heavily researched BIA’s, 

having the understanding that they are working on community building and supporting local folks to 

address their own priorities is something I can get behind and support. I will also be looking into them 

further so as to gain a deeper understanding of how the council could work effectively with BIA’s. 

  

10.  Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 

balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 

district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

  

  

One of the top messages I have focused on in the campaign is that I am running because I believe the                     

council needs a representative who is not only dedicated and passionate, but who understands that we                

do not exist in an autonomous bubble in our district, but rather that we are all connected, and the                   

health of each district in Seattle is dependent on the health of all others. 

  

I would go about balancing the needs of my district with the city as a whole in several ways: 

  

● Having office hours in district 1x weekly so as to be available to my constituents 

● Maintaining a collaborative relationship with my council colleagues in order to make sure I am 

aware of the issues facing their district 

● Responding as quickly as possible to constituent and fellow council members concerns alike 

● Participating in neighborhood council meetings in each neighborhood in my district 1x a quarter 

● Learning from council members who have served what are the best ways they have identified to 

manage constituent concerns while simultaneously working to address city-wide concerns 

  

The top issues that are facing my district - affordable housing, reliable transportation, and public 

safety, are also at play downtown, so I see them as intersecting very directly. An additional issue I see 

facing both downtown and district 4 is rebuilding the trust between constituents and the council. All 

of these are extremely close to my heart and are integral parts of the campaign. 

 


