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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

 

The City Council has been effective at the basics of city government, at keeping the lights on, the 

garbage collected, and the parks open; no small task. Seattle continues to function reasonably well, is 

reasonably clean in most places, and business continues to thrive, perhaps in spite of city government. 

 

The Council has obviously missed the mark leading Seattle to address Climate Change and certainly 

addressing the housing affordability and homelessness crises. They were unable to strike a balance 

between enforcing laws, supporting people in need, and ensuring the City Government spent its tax 

dollars efficiently.  

 

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue daily 

to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to our 

downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a 

small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the 

report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime 

and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work 

with your elected colleagues to enact these policies?  

 

Yes, I’ve reviewed the report. The sampling methodology is dubious; nevertheless, it is disturbing that 

100 frequent offenders can be found cycling through our criminal justice system. To be clear, this is a 

local result of our state and national wealth inequality. Large corporations and the wealthy have not 

paid their fair share of taxes for the last 40 years. Lower taxes and the concentration of wealth have left 

state and local governments unable to properly fund mental health facilities or a thoughtful and 

effective criminal justice system.  

 

Despite these limitations, Seattle and King County must remove these frequent offenders from our 

public streets. This is not an attempt to criminalize homelessness or mental health disorders, as the 

report finds the likely cause of repetitive property crimes to be substance abuse. Seattle and King 

County must find the funds and staff to provide substance abuse treatment while incarcerating these 

individuals. These individuals are the outliers of our society, and are not representative of the larger 

homeless or mentally ill populations. 

 

  



3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

 

Seattle must coordinate with and enable King County to provide a regional, systemic approach to 

addressing homelessness. If elected, I will support and enable King County’s centralized All Home as 

homelessness is a regional problem, though it is most visible in Seattle.  

 

In the near term, we should establish managed FEMA-style tent cities that give people with nowhere 

else to go, a secure, sanitary, and supported living location. This can only ever be a temporary solution; a 

bandage to apply in the current crisis. It must inevitably lead to transitional housing, an expanded public 

housing program, more market-built homes, and permit supportive housing for those who need that 

support. 

 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is an 

important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of new 

policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How might 

current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these policies? 

 

Cities throughout King County, and especially Seattle, must end exclusionary residential zoning policies. 

Current Single-Family Homes zones should allow up to 4 units on most lots, which will enable developers 

to construct the “missing middle” housing sizes we current lack. While increasing this density, we can 

protect the architectural and garden beauty of Seattle by simultaneously implementing a Form Base 

Code that mandates architectural and urban forestry requirements. 

 

Seattle's history of redlining has combined with rapid population growth to create our current housing 

affordability crisis. I will work with all stakeholders including my fellow councilmembers, local neighbors, 

the business community, land used advocates, and the social justice community, to drive these changes. 

However, increasing density will not entirely address the needs for all members of our society, and we 

must plan to expanding our public housing programs across King County. 

 

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next two-to-

four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users? 

 

We must first acknowledge that our roads are sharing public spaces that all of our neighbors have a right 

to access equally. We must also recognize that transportation technologies require different amounts of 

that public space. Seattle is no longer a tiny city, and we must prioritize moving individual people and 

freight, not vehicles. We need to remove arterial street parking and use that public right of way for 

transit, freight, and protected bike lanes. Additionally, we need to implement an Area Congestion pricing 

program, that tolls individual vehicle trips throughout Downtown and South Lake Union and fund 

increased transit. These policies will ensure access to downtown, and enable businesses to prioritize 



their freight and delivery shipments will maintaining access to the area. 

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5?  

 

Westlake and Occidental Square Parks should serve as models for other highly utilized and centrally 

located public spaces, such as the future Waterfront parks, I-5 lid, and Denny and Steinbrueck Parks. As 

Seattle’s density increases, our entire community can benefit from public-owned spaces that ensure 

public access, while allowing the immediately neighboring businesses and residents greater 

responsibility, benefits, and positive influence over those public spaces. 

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

 

In my experience, addressing systemic problems requires cross-functional teams that represents all the 

stakeholders. This ensures we fully understand all sides of a problem before developing a solution. I will 

take the same approach on City Council, by bringing the businesses, labor, and political communities 

together.  

 

I know how important the business community is to Seattle and our society; I don't take it for granted. I 

see you as partners not enemies, to quickly address the challenges we face. Most business owners love 

their community and are happy to participate, to help it grow. Even though I am calling for additional 

taxes on our business community, I want to make it easier to do business in Seattle. Easier to get 

around, to find employees, to secure permits, and complete inspections. We are in this together.  

 

  



8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we could 

absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 23,000 

jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. Seattle 

has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to accommodate the 

future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our city’s capacity in 

this regard? 

 

I know the current permit process is completely inadequate, and fails to support both for-profit and 

public-minded development. The additional risk is too high for many projects that face an 18- to 24-

month permitting and design review process. I will look to dramatically improve Seattle’s permitting 

process time by getting it down too at least a year and ideally less than 6 months. We can do this by 

traditional process improvement method, specifically removing unnecessary waiting time and 

reassigning current city employees to expand permitting capacity.  

 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

BIA’s are an excellent tool and have helped to create more vibrant, safer neighborhoods. It is an 

example where local governance is often best, allowing neighbors to act with great speed and more 

flexibility than waiting for the larger, centralized city government.  

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also the 

jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 

balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 

district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

The issues facing District 4 are the same as those facing all of Seattle, so balancing these needs will not 

be a significant challenge. Our most pressing need is to address congestion, which should be done in a 

systemic, city-wide method, not piecemeal by district. Congestion pricing will be beneficial to 

downtown, but replacing arterial street parking with transit-only lanes will provide dramatically 

improved transit service to NE Seattle. It will be critical to successfully integrating the U-District and 

Roosevelt subway stations into the neighborhood. Uniquely, District 4 must cooperate with the 

University of Washington, but other districts have large players they must also coordinate with.  


