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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

 

I am happy to see City Council identify the number of unhoused people in our city as a crisis and I 

appreciate their efforts to create more affordable housing, especially as it has not been easy to push for 

the density that is needed as our city grows. I support their efforts to increase ADUs as a way to increase 

density without completely changing communities. I was involved in advocacy efforts on the Short-Term 

Rentals legislation and appreciated that City Council was willing to rewrite the legislation in response to 

community feedback. I believe the final legislation limiting but not outlawing this industry and increasing 

taxes so short-term rentals could be a part of the solution for affordable housing was a fair and balanced 

process. 

 

However, I don’t see City Council taking enough action to reduce homelessness and prioritize getting 

people housed. When council members talk about the homelessness crisis as primarily an affordable 

housing problem, they are missing the portion of the unhoused population that could not access 

housing, whether due to substance use or mental health issues, without government support regardless 

of rental rates. I don’t agree with the reluctance to clean up unauthorized tent encampments and the 

glacial response rate of the Navigation team. I also firmly believe that businesses are not the enemy and 

proposing taxes without input from the business community and bringing them in to be a part of the 

solution is short-sighted and unsuccessful, as we saw with the head tax. I think Seattle is ready for more 

collaborative, responsive, and solutions-focused leaders on City Council. 

  

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third 

Avenue daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a 

front door to our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A 

recent report commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large 

amount of criminal activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is 

being perpetrated by a small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice 

system. Have you read the report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you 

pursue to curb property crime and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets 

safer for all? How might you work with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

 

I’ve met with Fire Fighters, a police Sergeant, an addiction expert, and a mental health advocate and 

everyone agrees, our current approach to the intersection of homelessness, crime, and substance use is 

not working. I have looked at the report and I share the point of view that it is unacceptable to allow 

repeat offenders to commit crimes and fall further into addiction without intervention. In our efforts to 

be a liberal and compassionate city, we have become enablers to drug addiction, which can be a fatal 

disease. Our police need to be enabled to enforce property crimes, nuisance crimes, and drug-related 



crimes and our City and County prosecutors need to follow up with prosecutions, especially for repeat 

offenders. I think we can also increase participation in LEAD and Mental Health court to make sure those 

who have comorbid issues are getting the services and treatment they need. We need to ensure our city 

is a desirable location for the employees who work downtown every day, for the tourists who want to 

visit, and for the Seattle and King County residents who want to eat, play, and visit downtown.  

 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

 

Seattle is a beautiful, well-resourced city that is drawing visitors from across the country and the world 

and it is imperative that we change course and start taking action in response to the homelessness crisis. 

Our city’s current approach to Homelessness and Crime represents a serious threat to the economic 

viability of the downtown region. My first priority in office would be establishing one city department to 

oversee our city’s response to the homelessness crisis, manage our current resources wisely, and ensure 

we are prioritizing exits out of housing. We need to reorganize the budget to provide adequate diversion 

and rapid rehousing programs for the working poor, we need to quickly create more low-barrier housing 

with wrap-around services in tiny home villages and authorized tent cities in neighborhoods around the 

city, and we need to work towards a more sustainable solution by getting developments funded by MHA 

built as quickly as possible. Once we are confident that are resources are organized and we have access 

to more temporary and transitional housing, we need to re-establish our expectations for clean and safe 

public spaces downtown and in the surrounding urban neighborhoods. 

 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is 

an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of 

new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How 

might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these 

policies? 

 

Affordability is a big concern for this industry because it impacts workforce availability. Employees are 

having to commute longer distances to get to work or juggle multiple jobs just to survive in our city. I 

don’t think HALA was a perfect piece of legislation, but it was a step in the right direction. I would like to 

see more efforts at increasing density in single-family zones without increasing height limits by relaxing 

rules for ADUs and basement apartments and allowing homeowners to convert a single-family home 

into a duplex or triplex. This would add density in our single-family zones without fundamentally 

changing the neighborhood. Seattle is known for having missing middle housing that would be a great 

option for moderate income employees. We need to thoughtfully increase density, in a graduated 

manner, with highest density near transit and job hubs, in order to house the number of people who live 

in our city. MHA will also enable our city to build needed government-subsidized housing for low-income 

workers. We are a growing city and we need to approach affordability both from a thoughtful housing 

density and a public resources perspective, to make it easier for middle-income employees to live and 

thrive in the city of Seattle. 

  



5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next 

two-to-four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all 

users? 

 

As we grow as a city, we can’t continue to travel and live the way we always have. A big priority for me is 

seeing increased use of mass transit both to improve congestion and combat climate change. District 4 is 

lucky to be home to 3 light rail stations by 2021 so we can be a big part of the solution for 

transportation. We need to expand bus lines and service hours, particularly to include the last mile in 

connecting to light rail. In order to get more people utilizing mass transit, the city needs to expand 

low-cost Orca cards for middle class families and individuals, many of whom are commuting into the 

downtown area. While we should see some increase in parking as new commercial developments are 

constructed, I don’t believe we can build our way out of the parking shortage. I support incentives for 

small businesses and individuals to participate in vanpooling, ride shares, and work from home options 

in addition to mass transit in order to reduce congestion and make it easier for Seattleites and visitors to 

get in and around downtown.  

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

 

The public/ private partnership has made these parks more vibrant and welcoming for families, tourists, 

and employees who work downtown. I support expanding this model into other public spaces, however, 

especially with Westlake Park, we also need an action-oriented solution to the homelessness crisis so 

this can be a clean and safe community for everyone. I know multiple people who have said they will not 

return to Westlake Center with their families because of the drug crime they witnessed there. I know 

this is part of a much bigger problem, which I referenced above, and I will reiterate that our police and 

prosecuting attorneys need to work together to get repeat offenders off the street. 

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

As an Executive for a local, small business, I know firsthand how it is becoming increasingly difficult for 

small businesses to thrive in Seattle. Between the high cost of rent, the struggle to pay employees a 

living wage, and employee turnover, businesses are being stretched thin. We need a City Council that is 

interested in hearing from and supporting the business community, not alienating them with policies 

and taxes that aren’t supported by the majority of Seattle. As a business-friendly voice on City Council, I 



would work to limit new regulations and taxes that hurt small businesses and be a voice advocating for 

the importance of economic development and job growth for the city as a whole. 

 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. 

Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to 

accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our 

city’s capacity in this regard? 

 

I am open to learning more about where to increase commercial capacity in our city. It seems that the 

easiest pathway is to increase capacity in our existing industrial zones: Interbay, Sodo, Georgetown, 

Duwamish, etc. and loosen permit restrictions to make it easier and faster to be allowed to increase 

density in these areas. With our housing supply needs as well, I think we could also look at areas that 

intersect with our current industrial zones and investigate whether mixed use zoning could work in some 

of those neighborhoods. 

 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

 

I will admit I do not know the history of the BIA’s in depth, but from researching them recently it 

appears they are important in representing local neighborhood needs and making sure small businesses 

have a voice in how to shape their community. I believe local neighborhoods should be involved in 

drawing visitors to their neighborhood, managing parking and sidewalks, and keeping areas clean and 

safe. However, I don’t know enough about the economic impact on small businesses and condo owners 

to know if the expense is worth the benefit to each community. I am open to learning more about how 

they work, how successful they have been, and whether the majority of local residents want a BIA in 

their neighborhood.  

  

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go 

about balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing 

your district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

 

District 4’s needs are similar to the city’s needs. We need an action-oriented response to Homelessness, 

as does the city. We need to increase density and housing supply to help make housing more affordable, 

so employees who work in the city can live here as well. We need strong schools graduating students 

who are prepared to join the 21st century workforce in this city and beyond. And we need a 

comprehensive transit solution that helps combat climate change, as does the city as a whole. The local 

needs of my district have to do with clean and safe parks, safe streets and sidewalks, thoughtful density 

plans, and easy and affordable access to light rail. Both density and access to light rail for District 4 have 



a positive impact on downtown as it will house and transport workers going into the downtown 

corridor.  

 


