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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

 

One of the areas where I believe the council has been somewhat effective in recently was passing the 

HALA-MHA legislation. I was disappointed that developers could pay a fee to get out of having certain 

new units built be for affordable low income housing. Had I been on the council I would have pushed to 

either significantly raise that fee or eliminate it all together. 

 

I think that the council has been less effective in dealing with the growing drug epidemic. Because the 

councils relationship with the Seattle Police Department is poor, the two groups haven’t been able to 

work effectively to create policies that would empower police to do their jobs effectively and help those 

most in need get the help they deserve. 

  

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to 

our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a 

small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the 

report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime 

and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work 

with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

 

To combat property crime I would first want to see prosecutors in King County actually prosecute these 

criminals. Because so many of these so-called “Low level crimes” go unprotected police in our city feel as 

if the work they do to stop criminals isn’t being taken seriously by prosecutors in King County. In district 

4 I support a new police precinct, this would be a huge step in decreasing response times. I also want to 

see us hire more police officers, I would support signing bonuses and pay increases to influence people 

to join the SPD. On the issue of signing bonuses for new police hires I think the current council is already 

in agreement with this. 

 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

 

I think city council has a huge role to play in addressing the homeless crisis. In district 4 and throughout 

the city, small business owners are feeling the impacts financially of people sleeping sidewalks where 

they own businesses. To address the issue of homelessness I would start by investing money into 



shelters and free/reduced income housing. I think the council can also work to provide these people 

with the resources to getting/continuing an education or getting a job. Many of those who are homeless 

are capable of working and they should be contributing members of our cities economy. I also support 

additional housing incentives for those who are homeless who find and maintain a job. 

 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is 

an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of 

new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How 

might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these 

policies? 

 

To help the availability of affordable housing I would like to significantly raise the fees that can be paid 

opt out of having certain new units set aside for affordable housing, or eliminate the fee all together, 

and have it be a requirement for developers to have a number of units built as designated affordable 

housing. I would like to see neighborhoods near major transit stations be up-zoned first. This would help 

those who ride transit to do so easily and be an incentive to those who don’t use public transit, to use it. 

 

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next 

two-to-four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all 

users? 

 

I would work with businesses in the city to promote things like ride sharing and public transportation as 

a way of transportation throughout the city. Getting as many people out of cars and into buses, light rail 

or by carpooling is not only good for traffic but good for our environment. Doing this would also free up 

more parking spaces for those who do drive. I would consider a toll in certain parts of the city for single 

occupant cars. 

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

I support these public-private relationships. The private sector has a huge role to play in continuing to 

grow our economy and make our city a welcoming place for everyone. 

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in Downtown? 



 

I will do everything in my power to make sure that small and medium sized businesses aren’t being killed 

by taxes imposed by the council. As someone who works in a restaurant (In Seattle) I understand the 

challenges that my employer faces. I will take a close look at what regulations aren’t necessary and work 

to cut those out. 

 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. 

Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to 

accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our 

city’s capacity in this regard? 

 

As mentioned earlier I would support changing zoning laws to allow for taller and denser buildings near 

major transit stations to begin with. Some areas in my district including Ravenna I would not want to see 

up zoned because of the historical significance of it. But obviously we need to allow for taller and denser 

buildings throughout our city as we continue to grow at fast rates. 

 

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

 

I think BIA’s have and will continue to have positive impacts on communities, especially with the limited 

resources we have as a council. 

  

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 

balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 

district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

 

Some of the most pressing issues in District 4 are also some of the most pressing issues in our city. Issues 

such as homelessness, drug addiction, public safety, transportation, etc are not just issues that are 

enclosed to Northeast Seattle. I see solutions to these issues as ones that can be beneficial to not just 

the people in my district, but for everyone in our city. 

 


