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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly 

effective and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

  

I tend to agree with the majority of the Council. I think they have disregarded their responsibility as a 

check on the Mayor and her budgets. Council should not have backed away from the head tax, but 

instead worked on a more actionable plan and interfaced with local major employers for affordable 

housing while addressing the crisis levels of people experiencing homelessness. Council should also 

have pushed back harder when the mayor dragged her feet on transportation issues. The business 

community tends to be more forward thinking on sustainability issues than the Mayor’s Office. I 

believe more positive synergy is possible between Council and the DSA in working toward Seattle’s 

sustainable equitable future. 

 

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to 

our downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a 

small number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the 

report? If elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime 

and address these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work 

with your elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

  

Yes I have read the System Failure report. It is shocking. Yes I agree there is a need for criminal justice 

reform. I support the need for business owners and the staff they employ to have a safe working 

environment, and understand the perception of crime as well as prolific offenders negatively impact 

local business health downtown and in other business hubs around the city. 

  

That said, there are limited actions the City can take to address repeat offenders who cycle through 

County jails and Harborview, a King County hospital. 

  

Our criminal justice system is most effective when we spend our tax money on prevention rather than 

incarceration because incarceration won’t prevent crimes being committed again. Current City 

Councilmembers are supporting more treatment programs for mental illness and drug addiction, as 

well as housing and centers with wrap around services. I’d continue to support these initiatives, and 

recommend funding to help DSA work to activate Third Avenue with positive eyes on the street 

activities. The DSA’s work to activate Westlake and Occidental has made an incredible difference for 

the vitality of downtown and for the people of Seattle that could be a model for Third Avenue. 



  

  

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress 

toward housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing 

this crisis? Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest 

impact? 

  

All levels of government have a role in addressing the crisis of homelessness: federal, state, county and 

city. Unfortunately, federal, state, and county governments have not done enough and so it falls to the 

City of Seattle to play a greater leadership role. There is no single cause of homelessness and there is 

no single solution. 

 

I will direct my energy to two parts of the problem where I feel the City can be most effective at finding 

solutions: 1) affordability, to prevent our citizens from being pushed out of housing due to basic inability 

to pay rent and 2) support, to address our people with housing issues that are more complex due to 

physical and behavioral health issues. 

  

Regarding affordability: Our current zoning regulations create market distortions that depress housing 

production and increase housing cost. My approach is to ease these regulations so that we can 

respond to the pressures caused by our booming economy and catch up on our housing supply needs. 

I’m especially interested in prevention programs like Home First that strive to keep people who are 

at-risk of becoming unhoused. 

  

Regarding support: There is no magic solution to dealing with the numerous complex public health 

issues driving homelessness. It requires money, plain and simple. Anyone who says homelessness and 

attendant mental health and substance abuse issues can be solved without additional revenue is not 

serious about addressing the issue. So, I will partner with a wide range of constituencies to craft a 

revenue package highly targeted to solving the problem, supported by a clear and realistic plan for 

how the money will be used. 

  

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees 

is an important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds 

of new policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? 

How might current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact 

these policies? 

Current zoning contributes to our affordability crisis by driving up the cost of housing, extending 
commutes farther into the suburbs, and increases dependence on cars, for which there is no more 

room on downtown streets. When we address zoning, we have to include all stakeholders but not give 

preference to groups or individuals who can afford to game the system with legal appeals. Seattle, 

particularly downtown Seattle, has the capacity to build many more residential units, especially 

including 2- and 3-bedroom affordable housing for families. 



  

  

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen 

a major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and 

economic hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the 

next two-to-four years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well 

for all users? 

  

Downtown has a limited number of north-south lanes and the majority of those lanes are currently 

allocated to cars, which are the least efficient mode of transportation. As a City Council member, I will 

advocate for policies to balance the allocation of space on our downtown streets to better match 

reality. That means transit lanes, bike lanes, and space for people on foot to travel and engage with 

the daily life of the city. 

  

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

The DSA’s work to activate Westlake and Occidental has made an incredible difference for the vitality 
of downtown and for the people of Seattle. These public spaces have seen ups and downs but now, 

with the DSA involvement, they are full of life all hours of the day. It is a success story that needs to be 

told and retold, and it is an approach that needs to be maintained, supported, and potentially 

expanded. 

  

As you know, I have travelled the world consulting with cities on plans and policies involving public 

space. Many spaces like Westlake and Occidental benefit from purposeful activation. However, there is 

a thing I call “naturally occurring activation.” It is something you see when you travel to European 

cities. If you build a city with finely grained mixed uses, with housing and retail and commercial uses all 

on the same block or on different levels of the same building, if you combine this with pedestrian scale 

spaces adjacent to pedestrian scale streets with pedestrian scale lighting, street furniture, and other 

amenities, you create naturally inviting places with eyes on the street at all hours of the day. 

  

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses 

employing more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for major businesses and 

employees are continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being 

imposed at the city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and 

consideration for employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in 

downtown? 

 



As a consultant in Seattle, I pay city B&O taxes and purchase a business license annually. These are 

not burdensome. 

  

Either way you look at it the head tax debacle signaled a failure of City government to consult with 

the major companies driving Seattle's booming economy. You might say the City Council simply didn’t 

do its homework both in terms of the potential impact of the tax on the business climate and in the 

explaining the purpose of the money to be raised to the general public. The wellspring of energy 

generated against the tax must have surprised the current Council, for Seattle regularly welcomes 

increases in property taxes. It demonstrated, however, a measure of naivete and a misunderstanding 

of the anti-tax power base in the city. As someone with strong neighborhood ties and a clear sense of 

the significance of Seattle’s large businesses to the city’s general welfare, I would bring a balanced 

understanding of business and community interests to the Council. 

  

8. In 2015, city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we 

could absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 

23,000 jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than 

anticipated. Seattle has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place 

to accommodate the future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand 

our city’s capacity in this regard? 

The city and its downtown must grow if we are to sustain the quality of life to which Seattle has 
become accustomed. As the city grows, there is no question that the permitting system slows 

downtown growth and that in these times of intense redevelopment it may be necessary to add 

staff and hours to the Department of Construction and Inspections. It may also be necessary to 

redesign environmental and preservation hurdles (EIS and Landmark processes among others), so 

that their requirements are more easily satisfied. 

There is little question that the Growth Management Act and the City’s responses to it have done their 

job to increase urban density while protecting outlying more rural parts of county and that must 

continue. Increasing downtown density is therefore consistent with regional sustainability and 

meeting job growth over the next 15 years. If elected, I will work to speed up permitting. Increasing 

zoning capacity will require serious planning initiatives. The city has already begun adjusting zoning 

capacity and expanding the downtown by upzoning significant portions of Lower Queen Anne 

(Uptown) That effort can serve as a model for other close by neighborhoods to embrace 

redevelopment. The combination of a 

 

Cultural Arts District with a future of more intense residential and office building growth as 

demonstrated in the city’s work with this neighborhood can serve as a model for other close by 

neighborhoods that must embrace redevelopment as we absorb significant job growth in Seattle. 

  

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. 



These BIAs build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address 

their own priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

BIAs can be an effective tool for building community capacity and giving agency to certain sectors of 

the local communities they serve. BIAs tend to improve only those very local aspects of the community 

they serve -- the taxed individuals or entities that make up individual BIAs. I’m pleased the BIAs are 

joining together to address larger citywide and regional issues, for example the recent System Failure 

report. I’d welcome more active collective BIA work on employee housing, regional transportation, 

freight, sustainability, energy, parking and other issues that go beyond the footprint of a single BIA. 

  

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but 

also the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go 

about balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing 

your district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

When Seattle’s downtown thrives, the entire city thrives. City funds spent in District 4 
improving streets, maintaining parks, serving seniors, overseeing P-Patches, building 

low-income housing, serving the needs of the homeless, enhancing cultural life and preserving 

historic places represent in large measure the redistribution of downtown wealth. 

  

My role as the representative of District 4 is to assure the equitable distribution of funds to the 

district and to protect the economic vitality of the city’s downtown. The arrival of light rail to the D4 

district also intersects with basic downtown needs. The redevelopment of neighborhoods around the 

light rail stations particularly the new Roosevelt & Brooklyn stations must continue to happen in a 

sustainable way to provide both multi- and single family housing for people working downtown. 

Based on the extensive doorbelling I’ve done to date, the top issues in District 4 are addressing 

homelessness, the impact of MHA on the traditional single family fabric of its neighborhoods including 

the loss of parking, the changes light rail stations are bringing and the influx of people that 

accompanies them, and the need for affordable housing. Mostly I hear about quality of life issues with 

downtown parallels, e.g.: homelessness, parking, changing ways people move about the city and 

affordable housing. Addressing these similar issues will require different responses downtown, but 

the understanding that will inform them is not so different. My experience in park planning with 

Seattle Parks around the city, the knowledge I gained staffing the Planning Commission, and the 

balance I achieved at Seattle Neighborhood Greenways between advocating for a connected 

downtown bike network and for safe streets in residential neighborhoods, coupled with the skills 

developed pursuing my doctorate in urban design and planning puts me in an excellent place to 

address complex city and business issues. 

 


