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1. Looking at the current City Council, on what issues would you say it has been particularly effective 

and, in your opinion, where has it been less effective? Why? 

I cannot identify any area where I would describe the current City Council as particularly effective.  

The City Council has been less effective in three main areas: homelessness, public safety, and fiscal 

responsibility.  

Homelessness in Seattle has reached the point of crisis, and the City Council has relied on ineffective and 

inefficient strategies to deal with it.  Sanctioned encampments, tiny villages and RV lots are not effective 

means of elevating people into permanent housing. 

Crime has gotten out of control in Seattle, especially downtown.  This is due to the City Council’s lax 

attitude to so-called “low-level crimes” coupled with its blatantly unsupportive posture toward the police. 

SPD is grossly understaffed, and officers continue to leave faster than their replacements can be hired.  

The City generates impressive revenue, and yet the City Council has refused to budget it responsibly or 

transparently.  Instead, Council has repeatedly insisted on raising taxes.  Families and businesses are 

feeling overwhelmed by the cost of living in Seattle, and many are leaving.  

2. More than 52,000 daily transit riders from across all seven City Council districts use Third Avenue 

daily to get to and from their jobs in downtown Seattle. While Third Avenue acts as a front door to our 

downtown, it’s also the epicenter of the Seattle’s largest outdoor drug market. A recent report 

commissioned by DSA and neighborhood district partners has outlined a large amount of criminal 

activity across the city, including property crime, assaults and robberies, is being perpetrated by a small 

number of prolific offenders who cycle through the criminal justice system. Have you read the report? If 

elected to the Seattle City Council, what policies might you pursue to curb property crime and address 

these issues in downtown in order to make our streets safer for all? How might you work with your 

elected colleagues to enact these policies? 

Yes, I have read “System Failure” and met with its author, Scott Lindsay.  I served on the Seattle Police 

Department for over a decade, and at this time last year I was working nights in the West Precinct.  I 

have confirmed with Mr. Lindsay that I was the screening sergeant for some of the cases he studied.  I 

am very familiar with these issues. 

  

The most important step we need to take in order to curb property crime and make the streets of 

Seattle safer is to make our SPD officers feel supported and valued.  SPD is in a staffing crisis because 

officers do not feel supported by the current City Council and are leaving faster than they can be 

replaced.   A strong part of my motivation to run for City Council is to support law enforcement and 

create a culture at City Hall that will assist with SPD’s recruitment and retention efforts.  I am uniquely 

qualified to do this.  

  



Another key step we need to take is to address the homelessness crisis, which I will discuss in detail in 

my response to the third question.  As Mr. Lindsay notes is his report, “The fact that so many of those 

with a high frequency of interaction with the criminal justice system are unhoused is an important piece 

of information that could be used to provide better solutions to this underlying need.”  (Page 47.)  

  

We also need to ensure a much greater degree of accountability for those who are arrested.  As a 

member of City Council, I will work to set the expectation to the City Attorney’s Office that the 

community’s desire is for those who are arrested to be prosecuted, to receive appropriate penalties, 

and to be given all services necessary to prevent them from returning to their previous condition.  The 

revolving-door criminal justice system that does so little to ensure the well-being of the community or 

the offenders will no longer be acceptable.  

  

I will take a collaborative approach with my elected colleagues as I work to enact these policies.  I will 

cultivate strong, respectful relationships with them and will strive to make sure they understand my 

expertise in these matters.  Through continuous dialog based on an understanding of our common goals, 

we can achieve success. 

 

3. Homelessness continues to be the top issue facing Seattle, yet we have made little progress toward 

housing our homeless population. In your estimation, what is the City’s role in addressing this crisis? 

Where would you spend your energy, leadership and resources to have the greatest impact? 

The City’s role in addressing homelessness is to ensure that justice is provided to all members of the 

community.  This means providing shelter and services to all who appear to be experiencing 

homelessness so that nobody has to sleep on the streets, in vehicles, or in other public spaces.  This is 

justice for those who are provided with a safer place to stay, and it is also justice for the other citizens, 

visitors, and businesses of the city who would otherwise have to deal with the public health and safety 

issues associated with people living outside.  

I will devote my energy, leadership, and resources toward creating a regional network of 

immediately-available transitional housing facilities complete with robust, concentrated services aimed at 

elevating people into a stable and dignified lifestyle.  I will create a procedure where individuals who 

appear to be experiencing homelessness are triaged and sent to the facility best-suited to their needs 

(mental health, families, domestic violence, substance abuse, etc.)  Those who refuse services will be 

informed that they may be subject to enforcement proceedings.  This will involve creating an environment 

at City Hall that is supportive of law enforcement and allows SPD officers to feel empowered to do their 

jobs. 

4. Seattle's lack of housing options that are affordable to our low and moderate income employees is an 

important issue for DSA and its members. In the wake of MHA passing at Council, what kinds of new 

policies would you pursue to help expand the availability of affordable housing in Seattle? How might 

current zoning fit into your thinking? Who would you imagine working with to enact these policies? 

I intend to revisit the MHA.  The in-lieu-of fees have created an exception that swallows the rule: we are 

allowing upzoning in the name of affordable housing while allowing developers to buy out of the 



requirement to actually build affordable housing.  We need to make sure that there are affordable 

housing options throughout the city, not just wherever somebody may elect to use the in-lieu-of-fees to 

build.  I will partner with the local neighborhood associations, including DSA, as I work to solve this 

important problem.  

5. Between 2010 to 2018, downtown Seattle added over 85,000 jobs. During this time, we have seen a 

major shift in how the majority of people get to and around downtown, with percentage of people 

driving alone to their jobs shrinking to roughly 25%. Still, as the regional transportation and economic 

hub, downtown street space is at a premium. What steps do we need to take over the next two-to-four 

years to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users? 

In order to ensure that people can access downtown and that our streets work well for all users, there 

are two things we need to do.  One is to enhance our public transportation offerings so that public 

transportation is a feasible option for more people to use to access downtown.  Another is to make 

smart use of the finite amount of traffic lanes that run through downtown.  Many of these lanes have 

recently been converted into bicycle-only lanes, which has led to greater traffic congestion. We need to 

do a thorough analysis of the downtown streets to make sure that each lane is used most efficaciously. 

This is particularly important in light of the additional bus traffic that will be routed through downtown 

during the Convention Center expansion project.  

 

6. DSA currently manages and activates Westlake and Occidental Square Parks through an agreement 

with the City, which has allowed us to bring furniture, programming, staffing and security into these 

parks, as we work to make them welcoming for all. We also manage McGraw Square with some of the 

same types of activities. What is your view of this type of public/private partnership as the City 

contemplates major new public space opportunities along the waterfront and above Interstate-5? 

 Public/private partnerships are a smart and efficient way to manage public space.  The private sector 

has a way of applying creativity and effective business practices to these critical quality-of-life areas of 

the city.  In order for Seattle to thrive, we need to continue to partner with the private sector in many 

areas, to include public space management.  

 

7. Downtown Seattle is the economic center of the region, with large and small businesses employing 

more than 300,000 people. However, economic success for employers and employees are 

continuously strained by unpredictable and burdensome regulations and taxes being imposed at the 

city level. How will you work to ensure that there is more predictability and consideration for 

employers to support growth in jobs, retail, restaurants and investment in downtown? 

We need Seattle to be a more business-friendly city.  This will involve having a City Council that recognizes 

its responsibility to live within its means and make efficient use of city resources.  As a member of City 

Council, I will object to new taxes and regulations and instead promote the benefit that a thriving business 

community will have for City coffers.  We need look no further than Amazon’s current movement of 

employees out of Seattle to see how the status quo actually has a detrimental impact on our community.

 

8. In 2015, a city report looked at Seattle’s commercial development capacity and determined we could 

absorb another 115,000 jobs by 2035. Yet, in the last three years alone, we have added over 23,000 



jobs, indicating that we are likely to surpass our growth targets much earlier than anticipated. Seattle 

has limited existing zoning capacity, and inadequate permitting systems in place to accommodate the 

future demand for commercial development. Where might you look to expand our city’s capacity in this 

regard? 

There is a clear need to streamline our permit-approval process.  It is inappropriate to make people wait 

months for a decision.  I would like to review the process to see where efficiencies can be identified.  If 

the issue turns out to be insufficient staff to manage the process, there is an undeniable business case to 

be made for hiring more people to keep the process flowing smoothly.  

  

I support increasing zoning capacity in a smart and intentional manner.  Upzoning means adding more 

commuters into downtown, so we have to make sure that our transportation infrastructure can absorb 

that before we upzone.  

9. As the City strives to allocate limited resources to manage and activate our complex urban 

environment, it has increasingly turned to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) for support. These BIAs 

build community capacity and give agency and tools to local communities to address their own 

priorities. What is your view of these groups and their impact? 

I am a supporter of Business Improvement Areas.  I admire their ability to make efficient use of 

resources to enact projects and program that are reflective of the desires of the local community.  I see 

the Business Improvement Area program as an encouraging and innovative initiative of our municipal 

government, and I would like to see it expand.  Empowering local communities to solve problems and 

enrich their quality of life is a critical function of government. 

10. Downtown is not only one of the fastest-growing residential neighborhood in the region, but also 

the jobs center of Seattle. If you are elected to serve on the City Council, how would you go about 

balancing the needs of your district with the City has a whole? What are the top issues facing your 

district and how do you see them intersecting with the issues at play in downtown? 

As a member of City Council, I will see the needs of District 1 as very much related to those of the city as 

a whole.  Many people who reside in West Seattle and South Park commute to work downtown and 

elsewhere in Seattle, and they also travel throughout the city for recreation.  Even issues that do not 

appear to directly affect District 1 will certainly have the potential to impact my constituents.  

  

The top issues facing District 1 are homelessness, public safety, transportation, and cost-of-living.  These 

are the same issues that impact downtown.  Improvements to the situation downtown will benefit 

District 1, and vice-versa. 

 


